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Babes in Skyland

BREEDER REFERRAL LISTINGS
www.jerseyskylandslrc.com/BreederReferral.htm
Black Male Puppy[image: image2.png]



 9 Month Old
Born: August 12, 2004
Special needs puppy looking for loving family
 that has room in their hearts and home.
Wonderful disposition, great with kids and other pets,
 Raised in the breeder's home
All shots and microchipped
Crate trained and leash trained.
Donna Forte 973-729-6211
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 Yellow Male Puppy [image: image3.png]



Born: January 17, 2005
Sire: Calabrias Blue Moon
OFA Hips Fair and Elbows Normal
Eyes ACVO Clear March 2005 and Optigen A1
Dam:  Pisgah's Belle Ciacolatte
OFA Hips Good and Elbows Normal
Eyes ACVO Clear March 2005 Optigen A1
Mary Catizone 973-895-9612
calabr1a@aol.com
The breeders listed in our referral service are members in good standing of JSLRC, but under NO circumstance does JSLRC guarantee the services of said members. The buyer should review all contracts directly with the breeder.

This service is available to Full Members who qualified for additional benefits. To list a litter, older puppy or dog in the club newsletter and on the website, please do so in writing, preferably on the form available on our website under Member Services.

Please send info to:    Laura Dedering - JSLRC Breeder Referrals by fax 908-647-7723, or by email:  jslrcinc@optonline.net
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Editor’s Message

Welcome to the June/July 2005 edition of the Skywriter!  

The Nominations committee has completed their work, and the proposed slate for the board and officers for the 2005-2006 club year is published in this issue. 

Also, some very important news in the world of Labradors has been announced:  

Drs. Aguirre and Ackland have made a breakthrough with the prcd-PRA DNA mutation test, and now, through Optigen, they offer the Direct Mutation test for prcd-PRA!

For those breeders that have hesitated over using of the original marker test, there is no reason, in my opinion, to wait any longer.  And to add icing on the cake, so to speak, Optigen has lowered the cost of the test.  For more information on this announcement please see page 3 of this issue.

Have a Happy and warm summer!

Sincerely,  Gerri
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By Eleanor Palmieri

Committee Chairs are reminded to contact new members and get them involved in JSLRC activities.

 Associate members who have been active for at least one year at our events are welcome to seek sponsorship and apply for Full membership.

The following people were voted in as associate members on May 25, 2005:

 1.  Robert and Darlene Pors

      1108 South Barbara Drive

      Alburtis, Pa.  18011

      Phone # 610-682-2271

      e-mail - twolabs@enter.net
 

2.   Lucy Kays

      71 Seneca Lake Road

      Sparta, NJ  07871

      Phone # 973-729-3009

      e-mail - stjohnsdog@yahoo.com
 

3.   Catherine Moeller Lane & James Lane

      201 Hortons Road

      Westtown, NY  10998

      Phone # 845-726-3755

      e-mail - cathie131@optonline.net 
 Anyone interested in becoming a FULL or an ASSOCIATE member of JSLRC can contact our Membership Chair for procedures and a membership packet. Call 908-604-4600, Press 2 and leave info or write to

Eleanor Palmieri - JSLRC Membership Chair

165 Hiawatha Blvd.

Lake Hiawatha, N.J. 07034

973-402-6544 

Raepal@aol.com

Editor’s Column

“Ramblin” Thoughts”

For those people who know me well, I have a passion for flowers and landscaping done without the use of toxic chemicals.

But of special note for me, since many of you are aware that I have small children in addition to my crew of dogs, is the fact that pressure-treated (CCA) lumber is everywhere in our environment, and is, unfortunately, terribly toxic.  My personal opinion is that the US Government has been sold a bill of goods with related to CCA-treated wood, which is probably in the backyard of every household in much of the US, used as lumber for decks and retaining walls.  This wood is also used to build all the wooden playground structures you see in our communities and school playgrounds.  I’d like to highlight one quote in particular:

· Never burn CCA-treated lumber. It is illegal to do so in all 50 states. A single 12-foot, 2" x 6" section of it contains enough arsenic to kill 250 people, and burning the wood can release arsenic into the atmosphere. Also, don't handle the ash from a CCA treated-lumber fire, because a single tablespoon can be fatal.
So, please, do not let your dogs chew on your deck!  And wash the hands of your 2-footed kids after visiting a wooden playground structure.

Stars of the Sky

Forestwood's Unforgettable

Winners Bitch

Ladies Kennel Association

Breeder/Owner: Leslie Plank

 

Ch. Lobuff Forestwood Forgetmenot CGC

Best of Opposite Sex

Ladies Kennel Association

Owner: Leslie Plank

Forestwoods Starboard Breeze

WD/BW Long Island Kennel Club

Owner: Lisa Grasso

Nominations Committee Report

The Nominations Committee met via phone on May 13th and came up with a proposed slate for JSLRC's 2005-2006 club year.  All nominees have been contacted and have accepted the nomination as proposed.  I present the committee's proposed slate to you for publication:

 Officers: President:  Laura Dedering

               V-Pres.:     Laura Jennings

               Secretary:  Sharon Celentano

               Treasurer:  Dennis Simon

 Directors:

                  1 year        Karen Lolli  (2006)

                  2 year        Donna Forte  (2007)

                  2 year       Laura Muirhead (2007)

 

The Nominations Committee consisted of:  Barbara Schmitt, Donna Sevchuk and myself, Gerri Kennedy-Youngblood. as Chairperson.

 

Submitted by Sharon Celentano Club Secretary and Gerri Kennedy-Youngblood
 

FUN FIELD DAY REPORT

May 1, 2005

We had a great turnout for JSLRC’s FFD - (18) handlers with (25) dogs and the weather was great for both dogs and people - - not too hot - - not too cold.  A big “THANK YOU” to our hosts, Olin and Laura Jennings, who once again permitted us to use their property and Laura prepared her usual delicious lunch for us, which included her mouthwatering homemade desserts. “THANK YOU” also to our photographers, Jeff Evans and Sandy Shalleck, for some great candid shots which you can view on the JSLRC web site.

We were privileged this year to have two well-known field trainers to show us ways to improve our training techniques.  Van Qualls, a trainer and field trialer who has many hunt test and field titles on his own dogs and those belonging to his clients and Laura Owens, an owner/trainer who has numerous hunt test titles to her credit and owns a Champion/MH.  They worked one-on-one with each attendee providing helpful tips to improve our dog’s performance and correct specific handling problems they observed.  They demonstrated a Junior Hunt and Master Hunt Test with their dogs that enabled us to understand what is expected of both the handler and the dog at a test.  The performance of the dogs and puppies was very impressive.    

For those of you who were unable to attend, we hope you will be able to join us at the 2006 Fun Field Day.  “Thank you” to those who attended and helped with the training and we hope you and your dog(s) had a great time.  If anyone has questions or needs information on field training groups, feel free to contact mfoster@warwick.net.

Kathy Mines and Maureen Foster

Chairpersons JSLRC Fun Field Day 
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New Mutation Test for prcd PRA Is Now Available
Please read this information carefully and refer below for added notes specific to each breed. Please understand that we are counting on you to review this information completely. If you have questions, email, fax or mail them. We will not be able to handle phone calls.

Some of the information about prcd-PRA on this website is now out-of-date. We are in the process of updating and redesigning the site. Please check back in a week or so.

June 1, 2005  -  Press Release

Ithaca, NY: OptiGen, LLC, proudly announces identification of the gene causing canine prcd-PRA (progressive rod-cone degeneration form of Progressive Retinal Atrophy). The cause of this inherited blinding disease, occurring in at least a dozen purebreeds, is one specific mutation in the coding sequence of the gene. OptiGen now offers a direct gene mutation test (mutation test) to detect the prcd-PRA status of any dog among affected breeds.

This success results from years of extensive investigation by Dr. Gus Aguirre and Dr. Greg Acland and their research staff at Cornell University. Essential cooperation from multiple breed clubs and more recent participation by OptiGen completed the team. The research data defining this mutation are being prepared for publication in a scientific journal. Commenting on future work, Dr. Aguirre says: “Going forward, the biological action of the prcd gene in the retina will be studied, with goals of understanding the basis of this disease and searching for treatments or even, eventually, cures.” 

The new OptiGen prcd mutation test accurately detects the presence or absence of the mutant prcd disease gene copy. It replaces earlier OptiGen DNA-marker-based tests (marker tests) that detected changes in coding sequences of genes located near to and inherited with (linked to) the prcd gene. OptiGen henceforth defines result status based on the mutation test as “Normal/Clear” or “Carrier” or “Affected.” Designation of Patterns A(A1), B(B1), and C(C1) for previous marker tests are retired.

While the basic research of Aguirre and Acland spans decades, OptiGen’s prcd-PRA test evolved over the last 7 years, with the first marker test offered to Portuguese Water Dogs in 1998. Initially it detected false positive alleles. Subsequently, improved versions of the marker test analyzed coding sequence changes in more tightly linked genes and greatly reduced the frequency of false alleles. This improved marker test accuracy and gave an excellent estimate of prcd-PRA frequency within affected breeds.

A crucial set of information for proof of the prcd mutation was generated by OptiGen, according to Dr. Jeanette Felix, President. Between March 1, 2004 and May 31, 2005, OptiGen had added the potential mutation test to the standard marker test for all new samples from prcd-affected breeds in order to validate the identity of the mutation in large populations. Analysis now shows that the results are consistent between the marker test and the potential mutation test.

The prcd mutation test further improved accuracy over the marker test for Labrador Retrievers and Miniature and Toy Poodles. Only these groups will receive updated test reports by mail during June. For all other breeds, there was no difference in the outcome between marker and mutation tests. Given this match, OptiGen will not retest other breeds originally tested before March 1, 2004. All test reports that gave Pattern status can be interpreted as: Pattern (A)A1 = Normal/Clear; Pattern (B)B1 = Carrier; Pattern (C)C1 = Affected. 

Statistics based on the new mutation test show that the frequency of prcd-PRA varies substantially among breeds, ranging between 4% to 20% affecteds and 20% to 50% carriers. Dr. Acland emphasizes: “Genetic testing used in informed breeding programs clearly is essential for preventing new cases of vision loss. I expect more genetic tests will be developed as canine genome research accelerates. Breeders with experience using the prcd-PRA test will be eager to make use of all new genetic information.”

The prcd-PRA mutation test can be obtained following the same procedures as before - see www.optigen.com. As of June 1, 2005, the fee for the prcd-PRA test is reduced 25%, down to $195. Opportunities for discounts for litters, through online ordering and 20/20 Clinics continue.

The Morris Animal Foundation/The Seeing Eye, Inc. is a major sponsor of research by Drs. Acland and Aguirre. Grants from the NEI/NIH, the Foundation Fighting Blindness and The Van Sloan Fund and contributions from many breed clubs, organizations and individuals are gratefully acknowledged. Many club health committees and breeders gave welcome encouragement as well as invaluable samples and information on their breed lines.
OptiGen, LLC, is a private company established to provide canine genetic tests to breeders and owners of purebred dogs, their veterinarians and other veterinary specialists. OptiGen holds an exclusive international license to the Cornell University technology for prcd-PRA mutation testing, and exclusive and non-exclusive licenses to multiple other technologies developed at Cornell and elsewhere.

Added notes:
Price: The reduced price for the prcd-PRA mutation test is effective June 1, 2005. For samples received at OptiGen June 1st and after, credit cards will be charged the correct price, even if your online order indicated a higher price. If you sent a check and overpaid, you will receive a refund by mail. The 20/20 Clinic price now is $US156 or $US146.25 if ordered online. The Litter Rate price is $US135 per pup.

Re-Testing with the prcd-PRA mutation test: You do NOT need to request or order a re-test if your dog was tested already. Only a sub-group of Labrador Retrievers and a subgroup of Poodles needed a re-test. These have already been done by OptiGen at no charge and re-test reports are in the mail. No other dogs require a re-test.

Labrador Retriever: 
If you had Labs tested by OptiGen PRIOR TO March 1, 2004, at no added charge to you, we retested these dogs with the new mutation test and are issuing updated reports. These will be mailed by June 2nd. As part of the prcd mutation research, Labradors tested by OptiGen AFTER March 1, 2004 already received reports based on the newly identified mutation. These dogs do not need to be retested. For reports dated March 1, 2004 through May 31, 2005, Patterns A1, B1 and C1 are equivalent to “Normal/Clear,” “Carrier” and “Affected.” Starting June 1, 2005, OptiGen reports define result status as “Normal/Clear” or “Carrier” or “Affected.” 

The PRA test for Labs has evolved over 6 years. From September 1999 to July 2003, test results were reported as Pattern A, B or C as determined by detecting DNA markers close to the prcd gene. We recognized and cautioned that there were false positives among these results. Beginning July 2003, based on an improved test with even better DNA markers, the results were reported as Pattern A1, B1 and C1. The frequency of false positives was substantially reduced with this improvement, but was not eliminated.

Another fault of DNA marker tests is the possibility of recombination between the markers and the disease gene. Recombination potentially can separate the markers from the disease gene and lead to incorrect conclusions about the dog’s status. The OptiGen marker test found only three separate pedigrees in which recombination had occurred. These pedigrees were studied extensively to trace the recombination and arrive at the correct status for each dog. These pedigrees also provided information that was eventually helpful to identifying the prcd gene.

With the new prcd mutation test, the result for almost all retested dogs is the same as reported earlier. Some cases of false positives now improve from Pattern C1(C) to “Carrier” or “Normal/Clear” and from Pattern B1(B) to “Normal/Clear.” There are no cases of false negatives and no downgrade in status based on the mutation test. Also, there had been a small group of Labs with “unresolved” status, as designated on their reports. The mutation test resolves the status of “unresolved” dogs.

The frequencies of “Normal/Clear” “Carrier” and “Affected” among OptiGen tested Labs shifts slightly based on results with the new prcd mutation test. Statistics to date show 76% of tested Labs are “Normal/Clear,” 21% are “Carrier” and 3% are “Affected.” 

Ed. Note:  The Following articles are from Home and Garden TV.  I have included the original links for each article.

Gardening Controversies
Can railroad ties treated with creosote leach into the soil and contaminate vegetables and fruit? Is CCA-treated wood safe to use? Is glyphosate a safe herbicide? Master gardener Paul James offers his opinion on these controversial garden issues: 

Railroad ties 

Are railroad ties safe? At issue is creosote, a powerful preservative that's applied to railroad ties. Creosote is a thick, oily pungent-smelling liquid made from the distillation of wood or coal tar. It has been linked to a number of health problems--including skin and respiratory disorders. If you were to expose yourself for long periods of time to creosote--especially on a warm day when it's more volatile--there's a chance you could wind up needing medical attention. 

"If you limit your exposure and wear protective clothing when working with railroad ties, I don't think there's any great cause for concern," says James. "I would, however, strongly suggest that you limit the use of railroad ties to things like retaining walls rather than raised beds--especially in vegetable gardens. Some chemicals in creosote can leach out of the railroad ties and into the surrounding soil--chemicals that have the potential of contaminating food crops." 

CCA-Treated lumber 

Another wood preservative--CCA (Copper-Chromates-Arsenic)--is also at the heart of a controversy. CCA-treated lumber is sold for all sorts of building projects. It is a preservative that is either applied to the surface of the wood or actually forced into the wood under pressure. CCA is toxic, but the question is whether the CCA ever leaves the wood, and if it does, under what conditions? 

"After reading many articles on the subject by a variety of researchers, I'm convinced that the arsenic can be leached out of the wood," James says. "And it appears that certain food crops can absorb the arsenic." So if you're using CCA-treated lumber for raised beds in a veggie garden, take the following precautions: 

· Either line the interior surface of the wood with plastic to avoid soil contamination or make sure that you plant at least six inches away from wood since arsenic can migrate at least that far into the soil. 

· If you're planning on using CCA-treated lumber in a veggie garden, consider instead a naturally rot-resistant wood such as cedar, redwood or cypress or lumber treated with an arsenic-free preservative such as ACQ. 

· When working with CCA-treated wood, make sure you wear a mask. Some studies suggest that ingesting or inhaling the sawdust can cause arsenic poisoning. 

· Never burn CCA-treated lumber. It is illegal to do so in all 50 states. A single 12-foot, 2" x 6" section of it contains enough arsenic to kill 250 people, and burning the wood can release arsenic into the atmosphere. Also, don't handle the ash from a CCA treated-lumber fire, because a single tablespoon can be fatal. 

Glyphosate 

This controversy has to do with what is perhaps the most popular herbicide ever invented. Sold under several popular brand names, glyphosate is a non-selective herbicide, which means it kills anything green that it comes in contact with--weeds, turfgrass or plants. It's extremely effective, and James says it's arguably far safer to use than other commonly used herbicides such as 2,4-D, or 2, 4, 5-T or arsenic-based compounds. Opinions vary widely: it seems that glyphosate is either harmless or extremely hazardous. 

To try to arrive at an answer, James analyzed research from dozens of sources, including the original manufacturer of glyphosate, the EPA, various independent laboratories and several environmental organizations, including some of the most radical. With all his collected information, he was more confused than enlightened. "I got the distinct feeling that both camps--pro and con--were seeking to profit from their findings," he says. "However, it's generally agreed that the acute toxicity of glyphosate is very low--in part because unlike other organophosphates found in various garden chemicals--it doesn't affect the nervous system." 

Nevertheless, the claims and counterclaims regarding glyphosate continue, and gardeners are left to decide for themselves whether to use it. They clearly have decided to do just that, because sales of glyphosate worldwide total in the hundreds of millions of dollars. 

The scientific jury is still out on the question of whether glyphosate is harmful to humans and other living things, and if so, in what doses. If you're concerned about its potential hazards, use safe alternative herbicides such as those made from potassium salts of fatty acids, straight vinegar, boiling water or a butane torch. Or you can just pull the weeds by hand. 

http://www.hgtv.com/hgtv/gl_plants_weeds/article/0,1785,HGTV_3617_1397094,00.html 

Landscaping for Dogs
Anyone who has ever owned a dog knows all about worn paths, shredded shrubbery, flattened flowers and yes, the burn spots affectionately known as "dog spots." If this sounds familiar, then you may need some pet-friendly landscaping. 

For Barb Heideman, the relationship with her dogs was downright dastardly. She loved watching her dogs play, and she wanted to keep a little racetrack they developed through the evergreens and flowerbeds without having to grit her teeth every time they ran through it. In her quest to form a truce between her rough-and-tumble dogs and her luscious landscaping, Barb hired Fran Kiesling of Dirty Dog Landscaping, a designer who landscapes yards for people with pets. And for Barb, Fran was a dogsend! 

Fran's first step was to find out how the dogs use the space: where they play, where they lie down, where they eliminate, where they walk and what favorite views they have (Fran says dogs like to be elevated for a good view). Then Fran designed a plan that is both pleasing and practical. She offers easy solutions to common problems that occur when sharing space with pets. 

Owners often complain of dirty paws tracking mud into the house. Fran suggests creating an area between the yard and the doorway where the dogs can wipe their feet, so to speak. And single trees or bushes in the landscape are vulnerable to damage when dogs start to play, so plant trees, shrubs and flowers in clusters. She also stresses the importance of getting your dogs off the grass when they eliminate. Train them to use a shredded wood or gravel area. 

Fran says landscape elements can back up the training. Creating areas outside that are comparable to areas inside can help a dog understand what's wanted. For example, stonework outside is like linoleum or bare floors inside, and boulders, trees and shrubs are like furniture. The dogs can learn that good manners are expected outside and inside, so if they're going to play, they have to go to a play area. 

And then there's the digging. A dog's gotta dig, doesn't he? Fran says you have to work with the dog through training to dig only when it's okay with you or to dig only in a place that's okay with you. Use a command like "no dig." And the minute the dog stops digging, give him a treat or praise him, or whatever training works for your dog. 

For pets with sniffing snouts and hearty appetites, homeowners must be careful with plants they pick. Some favorite landscape plants like rhododendrons are toxic and will make a dog sick. If you're not sure which plants are poisonous, check with your local garden center. But Fran says you shouldn't have to eliminate the plant. She says homeowners must pay particular attention to obedience training. She uses this example: if you've trained your dog not to eat the furniture, then you can train your dog not to eat the shrubbery. Then you won't have to worry about what is toxic and what is not. 

After her landscape was redesigned, Barb was asked if petscaping really worked. She said yes, paws down! 

Ed Note: For more links on landscaping with pets click here:

http://www.hgtv.com/hgtv/gl_diseases_pests_animals/0,1784,HGTV_3578,00.html 

Creative Ways to Fight Pests
By Julie Marshall
Scripps Howard News Service 

Kneeling in her garden, Greta Gottlieb peeks under a slab of flagstone. A worm wiggles out from the dark, moist soil — good luck, because worms aerate the soil, the Boulder, Colo., gardener says. 

Gottlieb lifts a plant saucer. Darn, just a roly-poly. She turns over tender young cabbage leaves and grunts in disgust at freshly eaten holes. 

The hunt is on for garden slugs, and Gottlieb is armed and ready with a spray bottle filled with white vinegar. 

"When you spray slugs, they will turn this solid white color, like when you cook raw fish," she says. "They are definitely dead." 

With no slugs in sight, Gottlieb turns to spraying dandelions. It really works, says Gottlieb, a self-described fanatic when it comes to organic pesticides. Don't even say the word "chemical" or she'll make a face like she's sunk her teeth into a lemon. 

For Gottlieb and many gardeners who ban synthetic pesticides, the choice is about health. A report in the journal Bioscience says 1 percent of chemical pesticides reaches its intended target; the majority of chemicals are spread to the soil, water and air. 

But giving up chemicals doesn't mean resigning yourself to a yard full of weeds and a garden full of slugs and bugs. 

Home remedies comprised of natural products that kill weeds, destroy pesky bugs or fight plant disease abound. Gardeners who don't want to mess with toxic chemicals on their food or near their kids and pets are turning to experts and garden lore to find concoctions that protect new spring growth. Hot peppers soaked in water, for instance, is a known deterrent to chewing bugs. The hotter the jalapeno, the better. 

Another signature weapon in the organic pesticide arsenal is the use of "good" bugs to combat the "bad." Ladybugs, for instance, are known enemies to the aphid — a sucking bug that destroys tender leaves. Flowering plants, peas, beans, clover and alfalfa attract ladybugs. 

Finally, when you hear about organic gardening, the buzzword these days is "companion gardening." Studies show that particular herbs or flowers can repel insects harmful to vegetable plantings. Onions, for instance, planted next to carrots in a ratio of 4-to-1, can help ward off the carrot fly whose larva attacks the roots of young plants. Leeks, as well as herbs such as rosemary and sage, also act as fly repellents. 

Garden folklore tells us that onions planted near roses prevents disease, says Chad Brunette, a senior horticulturist at Denver Botanic Gardens. Natural oils in the leaves of thyme, rosemary and other pungent herbs, repel destructive insects. 

"And let loose some ladybugs in the garden," Brunette adds. One ladybug can eat 200 aphids a day. 
David Daum, an avid organic gardener in Boulder, has a few home remedies up his sleeve as well. "Try nicotine," he says. Soak cigarettes in water, drain and you have a spray that kills aphids and most chewing insects. (Ed. Note: Nicotine is extremely poisonous, so use carefully!) 
In the end, you've got to be willing to have a few "bad" bugs in the yard, Daum says, and accept that every leaf may not be perfect. "Nature works, but the problem is people get carried away, and spray all the bad with the good." 

The gardening industry has heard the public's cry for something other than synthetic chemicals and come up with "organic" pesticides made from natural products that are low in toxicity. 

An insecticide soap called Safer is popular for killing aphids and spider mites, says Connie Smith, manager of the Sturtz & Copeland florist shop in Boulder. Her greenhouse sells a lot of Ultra-fine oil made to smother bugs. 

Bacillus thuringiensis, commonly called Bt, is made of bacterial spores that produce an insect-toxin protein and is useful for anything in the caterpillar family, from cabbage worms to tomato hornworms, Smith says. The protein kills by causing paralysis of the mouth and gut. 

And Smith's home remedies? A potion of water, baking soda and two drops of dish soap cures mildew on roses, cucumber and squash, she says. 

She's excited about a new product called Sluggo, made with iron phosphate, which kills slugs and turns into a non-toxic soil nutrient. 

Daum adds to the list of commercially available biological pesticides. Pyrethrum, made from the flowerheads of mums is good for aphids. Neem, named after a tree in India, repels whiteflies and a wide range of bugs. 

Most organic gardeners warn, however, that just because you use a less toxic spray doesn't mean it's safe to use more of it. Some argue that commercially manufactured pesticides, even organic ones, should only be used as a last resort.

http://www.hgtv.com/hgtv/gl_diseases_pests/article/0,,HGTV_3577_2032965,00.html 

After Dursban
Every time a commonly used lawn and garden chemical is banned, it sends homeowners scrambling for alternatives. Last year, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) banned the organophosphate Dursban for home use (plus most institutional and some commercial use). And many more synthetic chemicals--including some that are household names--are being reviewed because of health and safety concerns. Like Dursban, they may also be banned or have their use restricted. 

So what's a gardener to do? Don't panic, says Paul James, host of HGTV's Gardening by the Yard and a master gardener. For every synthetic chemical used to control critters of one form or another, there's a readily available alternative that targets a specific pest. Not only are these alternatives far safer than Dursban, they also don't wipe out the good bugs along with the bad. 

Paul James rarely uses chemical sprays or dusts, because his method of gardening results in few, if any, insect problems. When bad bugs do arise, he first tries a simple blast of water from the hose to see if that solves the problem. If it doesn't, he uses one of these alternatives: 

· For soft-bodied insects (including aphids, fleas, mealy bugs and mites), he uses insecticidal soap and horticultural oil--either separately or in combination. 

· For caterpillars of all kinds, he uses the live bacteria, Bacillus thuringiensis , which is available as a powder or spray. 

· For most bugs and beetles--those that eat plants, that is--he relies on insecticidal soap first. If that doesn't work, he uses a pyrethrum-based product or a product containing Neem, a relatively new control that comes from the Neem tree. 

Granted, that's a limited arsenal, but James controls virtually every pest in his lawn and garden with these products. One last caution: although the toxicity of each is extremely low, apply them carefully and according to the manufacturer's recommendations. 

Additional alternatives: 

1. One of the most popular uses of Dursban has been for controlling grubs in the lawn. Grubs can damage turf if their populations soar, and they also serve as an important food sources for moles. But grubs pose no real threat to turf grasses unless their numbers get way out of control. 

Two alternatives for controlling grubs work great and are totally non-toxic: first is a live bacterium called Milky Spore and the other is a combination of two microscopic nematodes. Both are easy to apply and extremely effective; what's more, one application can last for years. If the grubs in your lawn aren't doing any damage but are attracting moles, then an alternative is to spray emulsified castor oil on the lawn every 60 days or so. This will repel the moles and send them scurrying elsewhere. 

2. Dursban has also been used to control cockroaches, which are not a problem in the garden but certainly can pose a health threat in the home. Keeping everything clean can help control them and using boric acid, a relatively safe chemical which roaches have not developed resistance to, also helps. Sticky traps--many which contain no poisons at all--work well, and a new line of products known as IGRs (insect growth regulators) are also good. Traps work well but sometimes so well that they actually increase the population of stinging critters of all kinds. If you use them, place them far away from outdoor hangouts. 

Is the ban on Dursban a bad thing? "That depends on your point of view," James says. "But it also means that we've taken one more step toward ridding the world of yet another dangerous chemical and I think that's always a good thing--especially since we never really needed it in the first place." 

http://www.hgtv.com/hgtv/gl_diseases_pests_insects/article/0,1785,HGTV_3580_1389551,00.html 

DANCES WITH DOGS
by Suzanne Clothier 
Linda Tellington-Jones uses a beautiful analogy to describe her approach to working with animals: she sees the interaction between human and animal as a dance. For me, a good working relationship with any animal is like a wonderful dance - smooth, joyful and the result of two partners who clearly understand each other. 

Of the two choices presented below, consider which "dancing partner" you would prefer. 

Partner A has high hopes for you as a dancing partner. As the music begins, you are not sure of what is expected, but you're willing to try. You make a few mistakes, and begin to hesitate. Your partner growls and roughly grabs your arm, telling you in an increasingly louder voice what you are supposed to do. Your arm hurts, and you are beginning to be afraid. You make more mistakes, and your partner becomes angry and frustrated. You are desperately hoping for the music to stop. When the dance finally ends, he stalks off, muttering about your stupidity. You are upset, and not sure you want to dance again. 

Partner B has high hopes for you as a dancing partner. As the music begins, you are not sure of what's expected but you're willing to try. You make a few mistakes, and begin to hesitate. Ignoring the music, your partner slows down, and with a smile, explains the basic steps again. He takes it very slow, until you've got it right. He cheers your success, and shows you the next few steps. Each time you succeed, your confidence soars. By the time the music stops, you're eager to learn more, and look forward to your next dancing lessons. Your partner is very pleased with your progress, and comments on what a bright student you are. 

None of us would willingly choose Partner A. But what makes Partner B so wonderful? He knows the value of a willing partner, and is able to help you become a willing partner through the use of some basic techniques: 

For the complete text of this article please go to Flying Dog Press at:
http://www.flyingdogpress.com/dances.html 
[image: image9.wmf]
	What is a Breeder?
A Breeder (with a capital B) is one who thirsts for knowledge and never really knows it all, one who wrestles with decisions of conscience, convenience, and commitment. A Breeder is one who sacrifices personal interests, finances, time, friendships, fancy furniture, and deep pile carpeting! She gives up the dreams of a long, luxurious cruise in favour of turning that all important Show into this years "vacation". The Breeder goes without sleep (but never without coffee!) in hours spent planning a breeding or watching anxiously over the birth process, and afterwards, over every little sneeze, wiggle or cry. The Breeder skips dinner parties because that litter is due or the babies have to be fed at eight. She disregards birth fluids and puts mouth to mouth to save a gasping new-born, literally blowing life into a tiny, helpless creature that may be the culmination of a lifetime of dreams. A Breeders lap is a marvelous place where generations of proud and noble champions once snoozed. A Breeders hands are strong and firm and often soiled, but ever so gentle and sensitive to the thrusts of a puppy's wet nose. A Breeders back and knees are usually arthritic from stooping, bending, and sitting in the birthing box, but are strong enough to enable the breeder to Show the next choice pup to a Championship. A Breeders shoulders are stooped and often heaped with abuse from competitors, but they're wide enough to support the weight of a thousand defeats and frustrations. A Breeders arms are always able to wield a mop, support an armful of puppies, or lend a helping hand to a newcomer. A Breeders ears are wondrous things, sometimes red (from being talked about) or strangely shaped (from being pressed against a phone receiver), often deaf to criticism, yet always fine-tuned to the whimper of a sick puppy. A Breeders eyes are blurred from pedigree research and sometimes blind to her own dog's faults, but they are ever so keen to the competitions faults and are always searching for the perfect specimen. A Breeders brain is foggy on faces, but it can recall pedigrees faster than an IBM computer. It's so full of knowledge that sometimes it blows a fuse: it catalogues thousands of good bonings, fine ears, and perfect heads... and buries in the soul the failures and the ones that didn't turn out. The Breeders heart is often broken, but it beats strongly with hope everlasting... and it's always in the right place ! Oh, yes, there are breeders, and then, there are BREEDERS!!  
By Peggy Adamson
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	JSLRC Upcoming Events

July 27, 2005:


General Meeting: Boonton, NJ. 8:00 PM 






Agenda: Nominations from the Floor





Program: TBA

August 21, 2005:


JSLRC Specialty Match and Encore Match. 






Memory Park, Newton NJ. See website for details!!

September 2-3, 2005:

JSLRC Specialty Shows in conjunction with Newton KC, 




Augusta, NJ.


September 4, 2005:

Club Picnic with the Judges. 






See the Club website for details on all events!!






www.jerseyskylandslrc.com 
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